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The Right Rev. Father in GOD 


THOMAS SHERLOCK, 
Lord Biſhop of Lo N DON; 


80 highly and juſtly Eſteemed and Honoured, 7 
PF O R 


His late excellent and uſeful Diſcourſes, 
no leſs than his other nervous and unanſwerable 


DEFENCES 
Of the CHRISTIAN FAITH, 


This SERM ON, 


E, with the higheſt Reſpe and Veneration, 
moſt humbly inſcribed and commended 


By his LORDS HIP's 
Moſt Dutiful, Faithful, and 
| Obedient Son and Servant, 
WILLIAM DODD. 


Ploftous, Jas. 3, 1756, 
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; nn 28, 29, 30. Te 


Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are 
leavy laden, and 1 will give you reſt. 

Take my Yoke upon you, and leurn of n, 
for 1 am meek and lowly in heart: and ye 
ſoall find reſt to your al. 1; 

For * Yoke is 5 and my burden is 
light. r ee 


the affectionate manner 
of his Addreſs ate at all 
times ſufficient to engage 
the attention of the Hearer, ſurely che 
paſſage, I have read to you, above all 
others, muſt demand your moſt ſerious and 
particular regard. It is Cbriſt, the al- 


A3 | mighty 


The Eafineſs of Caz1sT's Yoke, 


With the Father, God! of God, and light of 
light ; even he who ſhall come in the clouds 
to judge all the . ends of the earth; 

nay, and who mall judge them, by * thoſe 
very words which he himſelf delivered b 


It is this wonderful perfor who Tpeaks, de- 


a. * 


claring at once his great willingneſs, to Te» 
ceive, and his own ſupreme + Power. to 
is the purſuit .of - every on of Adam, and 
which is the gift of his religion only: Pop. 
Fatber, nei ther knoweth Ki man the Father 
feels Fon, and + Ho to OR the 5 | 
8 Soo. John xii. 48. 5 i 
_ + He manifeſts den his own er 
Prophets, Came unto the Lord, and be will gie u. 
or the Cord hath ſaid, Come, &e, but Come "unto 
beſides whom, there is na Sauen, none other able a 
willing to ſave, © For there is Salvation in uo other, See, 
gre delivered unto me. of. my Father &e, Matt; xi. 27. 3 
1 11 bo 392 $4245 wif} 


give that reſt and peace to the ſoul, Which 

no man, ſaitk he, knoweth the Son bat the! 
21 1 1 

es Gar in that be does nbt ſay as Muſes and 

end I-iltgive you, Ac. Im chr Furber bath fad, | 

Ifaiah;zhit 7 1. Acts iv. 12. | Andalt things, ſaith h 
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The Eafgs of Cn, . 
will reveal bim ver. 27. And hisinvitation-is 
important, containing the fum of the Has 
goſpel, glad tidings indeed to every oppreſſvd 
and heavy-laden font, Phat nothing may 
detet ts from accepting it, ſee with" what 
affettionate tenderneſs ke invites to hit, not 
the * great, the happy, and the powerful, not 
the merry-hearted, and the f68v of joy, 
but all that labour, and are heavy laden, alk 
that are under the bondage of flu and ſor- 
ww: And he calls them, not wk defre 
to manifeſt their miſeries, to puniſtreheir of- 
fenees, or to diſplay his own glory, but folely 
with z view to their happineſs and ſabvation. 
ne, ſays he, come tu me, I entreat and ad- 
vie yoa-to come, and beboli Twillgiveyas veſt». 
I myfelf will relieve” and'releals/you n 
your heavy burdens; come to ine, und 
ye ſhall find p leer reſt and peace to your. 
ſouls,” Thee · world ſuys, Come to me, and l 
wilt fail you; the fleſh ſays, Come to me and 


umi e ne ee 
2418950 400 

In the Vaſe of f Father I ther I chank 
thee, fays J. efus, that thou h = Chip, 
wiſe 2 and haſt revenled them unto hom he 
See I Cor. i. >» and the ar np verſes. 
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3 The Euſing of Cur1sT's Tobe. 
and I will give you reſt. Take my yoke. 
upon you, for. my. yoke is 00 * * ar 
den 1s light. 9 <2 Lb 
Oh moſt. grateful es. (fays 81 cep. 
e ſoftom) which more comforts them that 
carry it; the burdens of earthly maſters; 
gradually wear out the ſtrength of thoſe, 
e who, bear them: But the burden of, 
10 Cbriſt more aſſiſts the bearer of it, ber 
& cauſe-we carry not grace, but grace us., 
And can it be poſſible, that creatures of | 
a day like us, can it be poſſible, that mor- 1 
tals; * abo have but a ſhort time to live, and 
are full of miſery, who come 1b and are cub, / 
down like a flower, 40bo fre, . as it, were ds 
ſhadow, and never continue in one Lay; cat 
it be poſſible that they ſhould. reject and- - 
diſregard a call ſo full of love, ſo full of 
affection, of ſuch infinite _conſequence;, of. 
ſich unſpeakable advantage? Can they 
reject the love of him, who, to give them, 
reſt, took their burdens upon himſelf ; who. 
to deliver them from bondage, became 
himſelf a flave; and who, after all his Tüf. = 
ferings, defires them only to come, to take. H 


: [> # of See Job xiv. 12 A, and the Burial Service | 
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The Egfineſs of CansT's Yoke. 
his eaſy yoke, inſtead'of their own oppreſ- 
five burden; to leave ſin and ſorrow, and 
to become his diſciples; to loye and obey 
him, and ſo to be happy? Cam it be poſſible 
that we ſhould deſpiſe ſuch grace, refuſe 
ſuch proffers, fly from reſt thus freely pro- 
pos d to us, and chooſe inſtead to bear the 
heavy yoke of fin, and to labour beneath 
the oppreflive load of an unappeas'd and 
unquiet conſcience ?— Oh, that we would 
all. confider, that we would well weigh the 
infinite gain of an unreſery'd approach to 
Chriſt, of freely taking his eaſy yoke, and 
light burden upon us; then. ſhould WS 9 
ſoon. diſcover . that. the aß thereby ſuſtain⸗ 
ed, would be by far the greater Part of the 
gain; for the loſs: would be only of trou- 
ble and grief, the gain entirely of reſt and 
repoſe. | 

But preſent objects ſtrike fo menge on 
the human ſight, that we have no eyes for 
ſpiritual things, removed from the view of 
ſenſe, and ſeen only by the eye of faith 
And though in reality, every man born + 
woman, is thus Beavy- laden and oppreſs d, 
though all men are not only ſinners, but 
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fo The Eqjnefs of Cunxisr¹ Yoke. 
atfo afflicted with many outward evils 't6 
temind them thereof, (for „nothing up 
earth is perfectly happy, and death at aſt 
is an univerſal monitor of Fin to all mans 
kind) though alf are really thus heavy- lade 
yet while tbe things that are feen chiefly' en- 
gtoſs our attention, the inward malady of the 
foul is but little heeded : ſoon as it pleafes 
God i in his wiſdom to ſcdurge and chaſten 
us, ſoon as our · Kind Father lays Bis Cr 
reting hand” upon us, then, for the moſt 
part, burden · d "with worldly afflitions; - 
remporal things no- longer capable of amu- 
fing and engaging us, — then, we turn dur 
eyes inward; thenthe ſpiritual grievances of 
our Souls appear to us, and then we are glad 
and willing to embrace Chriſt's propoſal of 


1 It required no „Rerelstton to teach this j aft Ina. 
kind from the Fall have had ſufficient proof of. it from 


their own experience, and a heathen poet could tay, 


Nihil eft ab. onms F ' 
Parte beatum. Hor. lib. HI. ode 6. 


: ; Nothing i Is | completely bleſt. Francis. 


But how 1 is it ſet forth by Salinen, in his di- 
vine writings, than whom no man had greater opportuni- 
tles io prove the extent of all human bappineſs, and the 
ſum of his experience is this, Vanity of vanities, 

ihe preacher, vanity of vanitirt, ail is vanity. 225 
clei. i 


1. 2. 6 
| reſt 


The Bafinifs of Cnnist's Yoke. Tr 


reſt and repoſe. Here ye ſee the ene 

advantage of affliction? For muſt 
be highly «dvantageous," which _ cauſes 
the ſoul to come to Chi; and none can 


rome; for none are invited Bor the K labourin 


ee ed 

Hence ve ſind in the gofpel that at 
who came to. Jeſus, for relief, did labour 
and were heavy- laden, were oppreſs'd with 
the "burdens of bn and'Torrow, and ſo 
brougtit 6! Him: and eich ne of them 
was intended to point out to uh, not only 


ivy Dr. 5 bs beautifal Aal d u thi aut, | 
in walls which dee Chris Wolf 5 nl 5 


Steat Cad: ef wonders, (if thy de ſurvey c 
| Sught elſe the name of wonderful retains), ; 
What rocks are theſe on which to build our truſt? 
_ ., | Thy ways admit-ao-bleayfly: none I find. 
Or chis alone, “ That nope is to be found”... 571 
Not one to foften cenſuret hardy crime, yy. 
Not ons to palliate peeviſh grief's — tl 
© "Who, like a Demon, murm'ring from the 
.* - Dares inte judgment, cal her judge—$UPREd . 
For all I bleſs thee; moſt for the }/evere - WY ON 7 
Aer tleath, my own at hand, the-fiery gulph, 8 
© Thatflaiing bound of wrath omaipotent ! 
It chunders ʒ but it thunders thi pnaſenle: 
It ſtrengthens, what it ſtrikes; its Dee | 
Averts che dreaded pain: its h A hos 
425 


Join Heau'n's ſweet Hal 
© Great ſource of good alone m_—__ al in 
In vengeance, kind! Pam, drath, Gebenna, & 

Night Thoughts 


the 


32 The Edfineſs of CunisT's Tote. 
the proper manner of coming to Chriſt, but 
alſo thoſe ſpiritual maladies, that ſpiritual 
leproſy, and poſſeſſion, that ſpiritual blindneſs, 
deafneſs, dumbneſs, deadneſs, yea that de- 
privation of all ſpiritual health. and ſound- 
neſs, and that utter inability to every good 
work, which are, to corrupt human nature, 
the unhappy conſequences of our firſt pa- 
rent's trangreſſion. And, as J propoſe to 
enlarge upon theſe examples, it ſeemed nat 
improper, and, I hope, will not be un- 
. profitable to introduce my intended i diſ- 
courſes, with this pathetic invitation of 
our Lord; wherein, we ſee that ALL are * 
invited to him, and that all are in a, proper 
ſtate to come, when labouring and beavy-laden. 
In ſpeaking to theſe words, three particu- 
lars naturally occur to our obſervation: Firſt, 
in them we have an invitation, Come unto 
ME; ſecondly, the perſons invited, thoſe, 
who will be the acceptable gueſts; All ye 
that labour and are heavy laden; and, thirdly, 
what ſuch ſhall receive, namely, ref?, and 
what they muſt do, in order to the receiv- 
ing it, who come to Chri/t as their Prieſt, 
Prophet, and King, to be ſaved, taught, and 
ruled by him; I will give you reſt, on con- 


dition 


The Eafineſs of Cunn r' Yoke, 13 
dition that you come to me, Tale my Toke 
upon you and learn of me, for I am meek 
and lowly of heart ; fo ſball ye find re 10 
your ſouls'; reſt to your ſouls, by learning of 
me, and taking my Yoke upon you, far 
my Yoke is eaſy, and my burden is light. In 
which, as well as in the coming to Cris, 
is ſet forth the duty of thoſe, who are in- 
vited, or what they muſt do on their 
parts; who deſire reſt to their ſouls from 
him: ſince very vain: and deceitful will 
all hopes of reſt be found to ſuch, as do not 
come to Chrift, as do not take bis Yoke upon 
_ III and 
1 Bear. , 

Iſt, Then here is an invention, G to Me _ 
* word in the original * 'aevre, come, eck“ 
preſſes not ſo much a command, as a friend- 
hy requeſt; a familiar exhorting, begging 
and defiring that we would do any thing, 


Lich, in his Critice ſacra, obſerves; E, hoc g. 
r hortantis fimul '& accerſentis ; 7 tur ob 
illi e incitant & hortantur ad aliguid fa- 
ci : inprimit autem "que ſunt grata & jucunda, 
Cbemnitius alſo in his harmony makes the ſame remark; 
To him Lam indebted for many excellent obſervations, - 
ar „and indeed for much matter, as the learned reader 

ſee in the courſe of theſe ſermons, and as I ſhall 

= rr a ochre: preface, e propoſe 
ver at the 

Per- 


14 The Eaxfinefi of Car Toke: 
particularly what is pleaſant and profitable 
to us: as much as to ſay, Come, I pray, I 
adviſe and beſeech you. And, in this view 
the love of ¶ Hriſt is exceedingly magnified; 
on Come, | ſays he, come; I beſeech, 1 
earneſtly exhort, I adviſe and entreat you, 
as your beſt friend, come unto ze ; unto 
me, who came into the world ſolely to call 
you to; repentance and life; unto me, who 
invite you only to beſtow reſt and peace 
and joy upon you: unto me, who am evet 
ready and willing to receive you; unto n 
who am your only hope, rock and truſt; to 
whom, whoſaever-icometh;, he ſhall in ab 
wiſe be caſt out; in whom whoſcever' b6+ 
lie vet, he ſhall never die, but havereverlaſt- 
ing life, For be that cor to in fball ne+ 
ver bunger, and be that” BELIEVETH — 
Hall never thirſt,” . St 
And upon 1 like! this 
what ſhould keep thee back? — What, oh 
man, ſhould detain thee from * coming to 
this Lord, when thus he not e 
e e e 
next, echte Feng cannot eee — 


coniing bo Chriſt is” uſed. as an 6quiyalent term 10 be- 
heving in him. ns | 
_ but, 


The Eafineſs of 'CurasT's. Toke, Ig 
but, fo unbounded is his love, fo great 
his:defire of thy ſoul's eternal health, thus 
preflingly entreats, thus. familiarly : adviſes 
thee to come to hin ? To bin, Who has 
all power in heaven and in euntbh . Well 
may we rejoice.in ſuch an advocate and 
ranſom; — to him, who hath che keys of 
death and of bell, * who openeth, and no man 
ſhutteth, who ſautteth, aud no man openeth, 
But that none may deceive; theraſelves, 
or expect that the Father ſhould reveal the 
Son to them, ſhould give them reſt from. 
fin. here, or from its wages hereafter ; you 
find our Lord offers his feſt upon this can 
dition or neceſſary qualification only, that Ve 
do indeed come to him. Unleſa we came, nt 
can neyer expect to be received, unleſs we 
ſeek, we can never hope to find. This is 
our part: And as the poor afflicted blind, - 
and lame, deaf and dumb, Ce. came to 
ſo now muſt we, afflicted with ſpiritual evila, 
come, by faith, to him dur great mediator,whoſ 
rurs are ever qhen to our pruyeru, and who 
ever li verb to make interceſſion for ut, in Hea- 


* . X — * . o Þ ay 
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16 The Egineſs of CanisT's Note. 
ven. He is the ſame Lord, equally willing 
to hear, equally ready and able to fave:' the 
fame yeſterday, to day and forever: and 
bene ver we come to him, by fincere faith, 
hungring and thirſting after his righteouſ- 
neſs, heavy- laden and labouring under our 
burden, defiring, ſeeking, aſking, believ- 
ing; moſt certain it is, that his divine pro- 
miſe will be made good to us; we ſhall 
be comforted by that bleſſed Spirit, who 7s 
the very comforter, * and thus find reſt to our 
Jouls. For Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, 
but one jot,, or one tittle , his eps wo 
Faithful promiſe ſhall not paſt away f. 
As thus we can receive nothing from 
him, unleſs we come to him, ſo ſhall we 
not deſire to receive ret from him,; unlefs 
we feel a want of it. They, who are per · 
fectly at eaſe, the world at peace with 
them, and they well fatisfied with them - 
ſelves, in whoſe land no mighty famine hath 
yer ariſen; they who-are under no'remorſe 
for fin, no terrors for its puniſhment 3 
who either think it no burden, or expect 
to be juſtified by their ow] merits and de- 
* See the ſecond hymn in the Ordering of the Prieſts. 


4 See St. Matt.v.18, XXV. 35. 
ſervings 


The Eau of Canxrst's Vole, 17 
ſervings without the blood of a Redeemer ; 
—Theſe, as experiencing no want of reſt, 
can have no longing deſires for it, and of 
conſequence will never came to Chrift to ſeek. 
and ſue for it; wherefore we find, that this 
invitation is made, oo davis 
11dly, Only to thoſe that labour and ers 
beavy-lagen; but to ALL af theſe, Come 
unto me, All ye that labour, &c. and as 
all men are finners, and fo heavy-laden, 
whether they feel and confeſs it or not, this 
invitation, like. redemption, is - univerſal, 
and extended to all mankind; a word of 
inexpreſſible comfort to every afflicted and 
heavy-laden foul; and a ſufficient-anſwer to 
all the eſpouſers of that horrible doctrine 
of election and reprobation, which ſup- 
poſes the grace of God denied to ſome, and 
confined only to thoſe who are elect from 
the beginning, according to ſome . ſecret 
and hidden decrfe of God. To all fuch im- 
love, a God of the greateſt injuſtice, theſs 
ſweet and refreſhing words af our Lord are 
a ſufficient, and perhaps the beſt, reply, — 
Come unto Me, All, — All ye that labour and 
are beavy-laden, I except, I reject none, for 
| 8 every 


18 The Eaſineſs of CurisT's Yoke. 
every one that aſteth, receiveth : and he that 
ſeeketh, findeth, and to bim, that knocketh it ſhall 
be opened *, He invites not the rich, and the 
full, the increaſed with goods, that have need of 
nothing, but thoſe that ſee and acknowledge 
themſelves to be wretched, and miſerable, and 
oor, and blind, and naked +. From theſe 
he removes all ſcruples of unworthineſs, 
« Bring but your burdens, faith he, to me, 
however oppreſs'd with guilt, however laden 
beneath the weight and miſery of ſin, come 
only to me as your advocate and propitiation, 
come only in true truſt, confeſſing your firs, 
and ye ſhall find me faithful and juſt 70 For- 
give them ; caſt all your burdens upon me, 
t on whom the Lord hath laid the iniquity of 
you all, receive my counſel, and buy f me 
gold tried in the fire to make you rich, white 
raiment, that you may be clothed, and that 
the ſhame of your nakedneſs do not appear, 
anoint your eyes with eye-ſalve that you may 
ſee F—draw near with faith, take my yoke 
upon you, learn of me, and ye ſhall find 
reſt to your ſouls; for I came not to call 
Matt. vii. 8. | 
+ Revel, iii. 17, 18. 


LM Ne 
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The Eafmeſs of CurisT's Yoke. 19 

the righteous, but ſinners to repentance, I 

came to ſeek the loſt ſheep, to receive 

the returning grodigal.” 

\_ Chriſt in theſe words invites, Firſt, thoſe 
who were burden'd and oppreſs'd beneath 
the weight of the legal ceremonies, Which 
St. Peter calls, a yoke that neither our fathers 
nor we were able to bear, * and who from 
the lau could find no- reconciliation with 
God, no reſt to their own conſciences, as 
having this dreadful ſentence always thun- 
dering in their ears, Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in ail things, which are written 
in the book of the law io do them +. Secondly, 
Thoſe whoſe conſciences ſo labour and 
ſtruggle beneath the burden of fin, the 
wrath of God, and the fear of future 
judgment, that their heart and ſpirit is bent 
down and oppreſs'd, that they go mourning 
all the day long, and find no remedy to heal, 
no means to relieve their wounded ſouls. 
And, thirdly, thoſe, who labour beneath the 
burden of troubles, of outward or inward af- 
flictions, ſo that they can obtain no worldly 
comfort; but at length broken in ſpirit, hum- 


Act xv. 10, and it is called Gal. v. 1. the Lede f 


bondage, | | + Gal. ili. 10. 


20 The Eaſineſs of CarisT's Yoke, 

ble and contrite in heart, are led to the 
knowledge of their fins as the cauſe, and the 
love of Jeſus as the cure of them. This 
is the great uſe of afflictions, which unleſs 
thus ſanctified, become the heavieſt of bur- 
dens to us; and as none of us live without af- ' 
flictions and troubles of ſome ſort or other, 
more or leſs, without ſome kind chaſtiſe- 

ments and correcting calls from our hea- 
venly Father; herein is our wiſdom, to ſee 

and conſider them in this view, — as loving 
rebukes, an happy means to bring us unto 
him, who hath promiſed ref to all the /a- 
bouring and beavy-laden, that come to him 
for it; and, who hath ſaid, A many as 7 
love, 1 rebuke and chaſten 4. 

None have either will or power to come 
to Chriſt, but ſuch as are thus burdened: 
Theſe by whatever means, God hath been 
pleaſed to ®Yraw them to him, and to open 
their hearts, by his grace and good fpiritz 
by whatever means, he hath been pleaſed 
to convince them of ſin, and of their own 
vileneſs, of the vanity of earthly, and the 
immenſe value of eternal things: Theſe 
alone will come to him, theſe alone are en- 


1 Rev. iii, 29. * Iſaiah vi. 44. and Acts xvi. 14. 
titled 
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titled to his offers; and theſe alone are they, 
who delivered from their preſent burden 
ſhall find preſent “ reſt to their ſouls in 
peace of conſcience here, and future. reſt in 
everlaſting peace with God in heaven. 

For this, IIIdly, is what our Lord pro- 
miſes to give; and the greatneſs of his gift, 
as it can be prizʒ d by none, but thoſe who 
really experience the want of it, ſo will it 
be ever ſufficient to draw every. labouring 
and heavy-laden ſoul to him. For what ſo 
ſweet as reſt to the weary ? what ſo grateful 
25 refreſhment to the hungry and thirſty 
ſoul? what ſo delicious as a cooling ſhelter 
from the ſcorching ſun, as the, pure foun- 
tain to the panting hart? + Sweeter, far 
ſweeter than all of theſe, far more delicious 
and grateful, wronged by every ſimilitude; 
and infinitely above all compariſon is the 
ſenſe of God's forgiving love in Chrift, is 

Cbriſt is to us in reality, yea, and to all the Pa- 
triarchs and Prophets, that which Noah was in figure 
our reſt and 'conſolation. For Lamech called his ſon's 
name Naeb, ſaying,T his ſame ſhall COMFORT us concern- 
ing our work and toil of our hangs, becauſe of the ground 
which the Lord hath curſed. Gen. v. 29. | 

+ David. beautifully cries out, As tbe hart panteth 
after the water-brooks, ſa panteth my ſoul after. thee, 

God. My ſoul thirfleth for God, for the living God, 


when ſhall I come and appear before God? Pal. xlii. 1, 2. 
| B3 the 
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the ſenſe of his freedom from the yoke 
and burden, the flavery and guilt of fin, 
is the ſenſe of his acceptance in the be- 
ed *, to the ſoul long labouring under the 
oppreſſion of iniquity, heavy-laden be- 
neath the burden of condemning guilt, 
the dread of its eternal wages! And 
this 7e Cbriſt offers to All who will 
ee e i een 

* Epheſ. i. 64. F 
II tf is a delightful reflection to every ſoul, that the 
grace of God is thus freely offer'd, that All have it in 
their power, if they will uſe the due means to obtain 
eternal life. How different a view of the Father of 
mercies, and the goſpel of peace doth this give us, 
from the ſhocking and preſumptuous light in which 
both are repreſented by the maintainers cf particular 
election and reprobation ! may the God of power 
ſilence all ſuch doctrines amongſt us]! and as no 
improper antidote I ſubjoin the following paſſage 
from the excellent Biſhop Beveridge's ſermon on 
the Chriftian race. In this he (God) would have 
all run ſo as to obtain it; this being ſuch a prize, 
« that not only one, but all may have it, that will but 


run a- right for it; for God is no reſpecter of perſons, 
« he would Yve all men to be ſaved, and come to the 


<_knowledge of the truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. and according- 
« ly, he /o loved the world, that he gave his only begatten 


& ſon, that whoſoever believ:th in him ſhou'd not periſh 
« but have eviriaſting life, John iii. 16. He excepts 


c apainſt no man; but every one of you may as cer- 


c tainly be a glorified Saint in heaven hereafter, as he 
& is now in this place, if it be not his own fault. 
«© God permits, he invites, nay he commands you all 
* to run, fo as to obtain eternal life, and therefore if 
« any of you mils of it, they myſt blame themſelves for 

| G cc it ; 
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come to him: who will come burden d 


his eaſy yoke, and light burden, learn bim, 
meek and lowly as he is, and ſo obtain per- 
fect peace and perfect conſolation. 

We may obſerve here how excellently 
the wiſdom of God is diſplay'd in the ſal- 
vation of ſinners: for ſin is of itſelf the 
greateſt evil, and, if unrepented of, will 
conſtitute the worſt part of hell: if we are 
not ſaved from it here, we can * never 


it: and ſo they will when it is too late; they will 
« blame themſelves to] all eternity for being ſuch fools 
ce and madmen, as to loſe ſuch a glorious prize, which 
once they might have had, but would not. The 
« remembrance whereof will be a great aggravation of 
« the miſery, that you will then ſuffer by your own 
« default: This is a thing much to be obſerved, and 
&© I wiſh you would always carry it in > minds, 
« even that whatſoever your outward ition may be 
« at preſent, you are-all as yet in a capacity of ob- 
e taining'the crown of glory. This prize is ſet before 
« you 'ALL, and you are all, and every one required 
« to run, ſo as to obfain it.” 8 | | 

Very emphatical are our Saviour's words to Ni- 
codemus, John iii. 3. Verity, verily, I ſay unto thee, ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of 
God, He doth not fay, he hall not, he muff not — 
But he cannot, while unregenerate he is not in a ca- 
pacity either for the goſpe! kinedom, or the kingdom 
of glory: how can a proud, a drunken, an adulterous 
man have any pleaſure, or perceive any joy in the 
pure love of God, and the chaſte delights of the 
bleſſed? | it 1 

| B 4 enter 


and heavy-laden, take his yoke upon them, 
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— the fleſh, and the devil, and to fit us for 
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enter into Heaven hereafter : for. ſuch as 
are our paſſions and defires when we depart 
hence, ſuch they will be found when we riſe 


again: fince there is no repenting in the 
grave, no poſitbility of any future change, 


the preſent means of regeneration. So that 
Chri/t offers to deliver us from fin, as the 
greateſt evil, and as our ſure obſtacle to 
bliſs: and that by making us firſt ſenfible 
of it, then leading us to a ſufficient atone- 
ment for it, then giving us a rule whereby to 
walk, which tends immediately to throw 
down all the ſtrong holds of the world, 


the enjoyment of God and the fellowſhip 
of beatified ſpirits—Learn of me for "_ am 
meck and lowly in heart. 

To enlarge a little on this point: — Sin 
is a grievous and oppreſſive burden: its ſer- 
vice is perfect llavery, the hardeſt and 
worſt of ſervice it is, 10 ſerve diverſe tufts 
and paſſions, to live in malice and envy, 
hateful and hating one another * But when 
once the finners eyes are . opened, and 
his heart begins to condemn him, when once 


* Titus iii. 3. 


he 
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he ſees the guilt and miſery of this ſtate, and 
knows that the wages of ſin are death; when 
once he feels the heavy bondage, and finds 
that a guilty conſcience is its own hell; when 
once he ſees a good and merciful God ſet at 
an everlaſting diſtance from him, and a 
bleeding loving Redeemer | crucified by 
his enormous iniquities; when once he be- 
holds the joys of Paradiſe ſeparated, for- 
ever ſeparated from his approach, and 
blackneſs, eternal blackneſs of darkneſs, 
reſerved for impenitent offenders — when 
once theſe reflections lay hold of the con- 
ſcience, and theſe terrors of the Lord 
make the ſtout hearts to tremble, who 
can wonder that the load is well nigh. too 
heavy to be borne, that the burden of them 
is intolerable? who can wonder that when a 
ſoul like this is led to the fountain opened 
for all unclianneſi &, hen a ſoul like this is 
led to a Saviour, who i is willing and. able to 

remove this more than Ar 6 


from 

. Zechariah x 1b l. 
The Heathen fables relate, that the burning 
mountain Zins was caſt by Jupiter upon the rebel- 
lious giant Enceladus, concerning whom the poets, and 


amongſt the reſt the elegant Virgil ſpeaks thus * 
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26 The \ Enfinefs of CHRIST Yohe. 
from his breaſt, who can wonder that in the 
fenſe of this love, and this full deliverance; 
he finds unſpeakable reſt, and in the change 


of his yoke, full repoſe to the ſoul ? For the 


ſinner that comes to Cbriſt, ſincerely deſirous 

of this reſt, muſt exchange the hard and 
heavy yoke of his former Ægyßtian taſk- 
maſters for the /ight and eaſy. one of his 
preſent Lord and Saviour: he muſt ceaſe to 
fin, and learn to ſerve God: he muft take 
up Chriſt's croſs, become his diſciple, ' be- 
lieve his doctrine, fubmit to his diſcipline, 


and give himſelf up wholly to be ruled and 


governed by him — muſt deny himſelf, and 
follew his great exemplar. Thus alone can 
he find reſt. For as faith muſt bring the 
finner to Chriſt, that ſame faith muſt cauſe 


him to walt as he, bath walked,' to keep bis 


boly © commandments 4; the. ſpirit of God 
e in him all thoſe ae graces 


'On vaſt Enceladus this pond” rous load * 
Was thrown, in vengeance, by the thund'ring God 
Who pants beneath the mountain and expires, 
| Thro' openings huge, the fierce tempeſtuous hires: 
Oft as he ſhiits his ſide, the caverns roar, - 
With ſmoke and flame the ſkies are cover'd oer, 
And all — ſhakes from ſhore to ſhore. * 
e An. — 
t + John it. 3/6 . 
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and tempers, which adorn and diſtinguiſh 
the Son of God, and heir of heaven, and 
which are to the ſoul the yew and rene 
of its inheritance *®, 

And therefore our Lond als; Tron of 
me, for I am meek and louly in heart and ye 
ſhall find reſt to your ſouls. The ſure and 
natural fruit of meekneſs and lowlineſs or 
humility, is ret and peace; of that myek- 
neſs and bumility which comprize almoſt 
the whole of our duty to God and to 
man ; teaching us ſuch a perfect reſig- 
nation and unfeigned ſubmiſſion to the 
will of the one as to be wholly ſatisfied 
with whatever he pleaſes; ſuch an entire 
renunciation of ſelf-will, and thorough con- 
tentment in every ſtation, as to defire no- 
thing but that the will of God may be done 
in us; and-with regard to the other, teach- 
ing us ſo to prefer all men to ourſelves, as 


to abound in mildneſs and love to the good; 
| 35 


* See Gal. iv. 22. Epheſ. i. 13, 14. and iv. 30. 

+ The learned Foſeph dt, in a Sermon on this 
text, and on the part of it, where ſpeaking of theſe 
words meek and lotoly, obſerves, · Under theſe two 
« words our Saviour comprehends the whole habit 4 
« obedience, they being two ſuch diſpoſitions of the min 


6« as make it tractable and pliable to put on and 
« the 


28 The Eafineſs of Cuxis rr Yoke: 
in gentleneſs, forbearance, and compaſſion 
to the evil and unthankful Theſe hea- 
venly tempers were eminently found in our 
Lord, and he hath ſet us an example, nay 
and commanded us, to learn of him, meek 
humble and lowly lamb of God! of him, 
who -was perfectly reſign'd to his Father's 
good-pleaſure, who came not to do, who 
defire& not his own will but the will of 
kim that ſent bim; who was ſo particularly 
mild, ſo tender and compaſſionate, ſo gen- 
tle and patient, no leſs to the evil than the 
good. The nearer we approach to him in 
theſe divine tempers, the more reſt we ſhall 
obtain; for you obſerve, this meekneſs and 
humility, this reſignation to Gad's will, 
and renunciation of our own, this patience, 
love and gentleneſs, are the very oppoſites 
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<« the 3 be ſpeaks of. As if he had ſaid, I am 
« wholly qualified to obedience, Jam fitted for this 
«« yoke: learn of me to put it on, for I am meek and 
10 — Now though lewlineſt and meekneſs are of 
i© yery near affinity, and ſuch as both of them do diſ- 
“ poſe a man for the duties of both tables of God's 
„ commandments, yet hath lowlineſs, as I take it, a 
<c prerogative in our devotion to God-ward, and meek- 
« refs is more proper for the duties we owe to our 
* neighbour, &c.” — He enlarges upon theſe as the 
reader may ſce by conſulting his ſermon Page 158 of 
his works. 
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to that ſelf-ſufficient pride and affectation 
of independency, that vanity, impatience, 
and envy, that hatred and contempt. of 
others, yea and that love of every thing 
tending to fin,—to all and each of theſe 
which are the adequate cauſes of that a- 
bounding miſery and burning . uncafinefs 
reigning and raging in the human breaſt... 

And theſe are things which we may all 
eaſily learn, for the love of Chrift herein is 
admirable : he doth not ſay, (as one of the 
fathers well obſerves) © Learn of me, for 
« I am great and glorious:” he doth not 
fay, © learn of me to make a world and 
« to perform miracles, but he ſays, darn 
of me, for T am meek and lowly in heart: this 
we may all learn: and no man can ſay that 
theſe are graces and tempers, which he 
cannot imitate, and to which he cannot ar- 
rive; tis our own faults, if we do not cop 
herein his divine example: it is and muſt 
be our pride and vanity, our love of Juft, 
of fin, and the world, which alone can 
keep us from being meet and low in heart. 


*'St. Ambroſe and Auftin, 
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| their faith by their works, I am ſure will not; and to 
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And in truth, when we reflect, that ſuck 


was the Son of God —— I am meek, &c. 
what excuſe ſhall we, poor ſinful duſt and: 
aſhes, have to make, what excuſe ſhall pride 
power, or place, what excuſe ſhall great- 
neſs, pleaſure or honour have to offer for 
themſelves, if they diſobey the will of 
God, become not meek and lowly in heart, 
when he who made the worlds, who is the © 
brightneſs of his Father's glory *, and the ex- 
preſs image of bis perſon hath in himſelf 
ſet the example, and made this the only 
road to preſent and eternal bliſs? _ _ _ * 

I fay the only road; for tho' Chriſt hath 
promis'd us reſt, —and his word can never 
fail: yet it is manifeſtly upon theſe conditions 
J, that we do, firſt, come to him, in ſincere faith 

| - a 

* Heb. i. 3. 

+ It is to be hoped the word conditions will not diſ- 
guſt any real and ſincere chriſtians : that ſome may be 
offended at it, I neither doubt nor regatd: ſome who 
are for following Chriſt ſo far as to receive from him, 
ſo far as unto the breaking of bread—but are not willing 
to hear what they muff do, and muft have done in them 
in return if ſuch ſhould be offended, that I affirm 


the promiſes of preſent and eternal reſt to be conditional, 
I ſhall not be ſurprized : Chriſtians deſirous to ſhew 


the 


De Eafmeſs of Cur 1sT's Yoke, 31 
as the only redeemer of our ſouls, able and 
willing to fave, as our only advocate and 
propitiation, as our only ſure truſt and con- 
fidence, truly deploring, heartily lamenting. 
and ſteadfaſtly reſolving to forſake all but 
former ſins and miſdoings: that we do, 
ſecondly, take bis yoke upon us, obey his 
doctrine and ſubmit to his diſcipline, denying 
ungodlineſs, and wordly luſti, and living 
righteouſly, ſoberly and godly in this preſent 
world * ; that we do, thirdly, learn ＋ 
him, follow the example of his meek- 
neſs and lowlineſs, walk as he walked, and 
purify ourſelves even as he is pure T. If we 
do not on our parts 5 theſe condt- 


the 3 I 2 recommend a more proper remark, 
than this which 1 find in Dr. Waterland's preface to 
Blair's ſermon's, p. 10. edit. 2d. I am apprehenſive 
<« that by our unwary confutation of the Popiſb errors, 
c concerning merit and ſupererogation, we have too 
C much depreciated goad works themſelves: whereas it 
<« is moſt certain they ought to be highly had in eſti- 
0 mation: not only as the genuine int and fruits of 
« a lively faith, but as neceſſary conditions of ſalvation: 
cc and not only of ſalvation, but of our growth in grace, 

<« and of our advancement to higher degrees of glory.“ 
Vol. 1. ſermon 21, 374. For the juſtifying the term 
conditions, the reader who has an Lend may conſult 


Biſhop Bull, in his Harmonia, &c. and _P dealing 
ert in his anſwer to Mr. Lebb, 


Titus ij, 2. t Joh, 3. 
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ing for continual aid and ſupport from the 
throne of grace; with whatever hopes of 
preſent or future ret we may lull and de- 
lude our own ſouls, moſt infallibly certain 


it is, we have no right to expect it from 


Chriſt: moſt infallibly certain it is, in the 
end we ſhall be found miſerable deceivers 
of ourſelves, which is of all deceits the 
worſt, 

But if on the contrary we do come to kim 
in faith, and endeavour to the utmoſt of 
our poor ability to lead godly, righteous 
and ſober lives; meek and lowly; reſign d. 
patient, and gentle; ; then we ſhall for our- 
ſelves experience the truth of his divine 
words — my = 10 * , and my Paris 
* 


yo gracious, the — render it. 
and ſee eri xp reg +-xvpoc, that the 


Pfal: iv. 8. O 
Lord is gracious. And ſo vo aqpnrer lu, Rom. ii. 4. the 


bounty of God, that which is immediately before 

© TAuro purer the riches —— And pro- 
portionably here Ghri/t's pole, the precepts which he 

lays on his diſciples, (being of al thr the 

agreeable to our human rational nature, and which by 

them who did hot think men hound to do them have 


7 ” 
* 
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We ſhall then find that his yoke is eaſy. 
and his burden light, not only in itſelf but in 
compariſon of all other yokes and burdens, 
beneath which we have groaned, as of the 
law, of in, the world, and the fleſh — and 
in freedom from which, thro' the truth * 
we ſhall no leſs rejoice than captives: re- 
deemed from the deep dungeons, and op- 
preſſive irons of blood-thirſty tyrants. : We 
ſhall then find, that the bearing of the 
croſs, the denying - ourſelves and following 
Jeſus, though hard at firſt perhaps to cor® 
rupt human nature, will through the grace 

of God, become the greateſt joy and con- 
ſolation to the ſoul. We ſhall then find 
that the ſervice of this dear and loving | 


yet been counted uveld encellent in cham that did 
practiſe them, and which, if the one cuſtom of fin did 
not make us incompetent judges of it, would appear 
to us, the fitteſt for our turns, the moſt pleaſurable, 
profitable and honourable of all things) are here ſaid 
by him not only to be a good, but a gracious, benign, N 
bounteous yoke, that any man is the better for taking on 
him; and if he conſidere& it well, he would put it on, 
of his own accord, n wy other 
ſervice. Hammond on the 
* N 32, If ye, continue in my 
2 then are ye my diſciples indeed: 
en n . 


* * 25 2 "maſter 
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maſter is perfect freedom, that his cmmand- 
ments are not grievous, ſince every our that 
tis born of God overcometh the world, and; this 
s the victory, even our faith; we ſhall find 
all his heavenly precepts plain, and eaſy to 
be underſtood, good and pleafant to be prac- 
tis d, eſpecially thro” his grace preventing 
and aſſiſting us, eſpecially thro his favour, 
and merit recommending and compleating 
our weak and imperfe& ſervices. Yea, 
we ſhall find his teſtimonies the very joy 
and + delight of our fouls, as being all ful- 
filled in love, whoſe very nature is fweet> 
neſs and peace, and which is fo great 
e good, that it 'maketh every burden 
ce light, and beareth-withequanimity all-the 
« viciſſitudes of life. * We ſhall ſoon 
7 / i tag 4 by auen 2 find 


* Ichn v. 3 2 3 J 

+ See Pſalm cxix. 92, exi. aa XiX. 8, 10. be. * 

+ See Thomas d Kempis, and particularly ch. 12. b. ii 
Our poet Waller in his poem on Divine Love, canto 


has theſe ſweet lines, happy | had it 1 * ik. M 
beautifully wiſhes, 


(O that my youth, had thts enploy's my ar), 
no other theme had ever giyen his ſoul delight. 


Love as'helov'd'! — how can wo ſoar ſo high? 
He can add wings, when he commands to fly; = 
. | 5 6 
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The Baſineſi of CrmrsT't. Yoke. 35 
find that the natural tendeney of Chrif's 
doctrine and diſcipline is no leſe to inform 
the judgment concerning the moſt im · 
— points, and. to | ſettle: the will in 
the right choice of them, than to direct 
the - paſſions and affections arig ht, and to 
deſtroy and mortify in us, all thoſe. evil 
and corrupt deſires which naturally tend to 
make men miſerable here, and more ſo 


Nor ſhould we be with this command "ain, 
He that examples gives will give us ad? 
For he took fleſh; that where his precepts fil, 


His practice, as a pattern, may prevail; 
His love at ofice and dread; inſtruct our 


As man he ſuffered, and as God bt taught. 


| Will for the deed he takes: we may with caſe 


| Obedierit be, fot if we love, we pleaſe. 
Weak though we are toloveieno band tak, 
And love for love is all that heay'n doth aſk. 
| Love! that would all men juſt and rr 
Kind to themſelves and others for his fake. | 
'Tis with our minds, as with a fertile ground; 
Wanting this love, they muſt with weeds abound: 
(Unruly paſſions): whoſe effects are wbrie, - 
Than thorns and thiſtles fringing from the curſe, 


| And again, canto v. 
| Ling 4% hetord 3. low fs n 
With arms extendbll Won d embioce f ind t 


Self- love wou'd ceaſe, or be dilated, When 


We ſhould behold as many ſelves as men: 
All of one fumily, in blood ally'd; 
Fis precious blood, that for our ranſom 471 


en bere- 
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hereafter; for one great end oß the Soft! 
of God's taking our nature upon him ¹ 
ſent evil nature of ſin, and the tyranny af 
Satan built thereupon; that we ſhould put 
oft-the old man and put on the new, which 
after:God is created in righteouſneſs; and 
true holineſs: that a new' nature by the 


ſpirit ſhould be derived into us from Chrif 
our head, a new nature neg with Tn 
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old nature ſhould be deſtroyed and — 
with all its old affections and luſts, — And 
when by faith coming to Gbrift, we thus 
take his yoke. upon us, and learn of him, 
we ſhall then find in that yoke reſt. to our 
ſouls indeed; reſt from, all our former 
burdens; reſt from the thunderings of the 
law, from the power and condemnation. of 
ſin, from the dread and fear of death; reſt 
from the ſtings of conſcience; reſt" from 

the dread of future and almighty wrath. 
And we.ſhall find reſt, in the ſenſe of Chrift's 
infinite love to us; reſt in the ſenſe of our 
free forgiveneſs and Sen — 


The Baſhiafs O fαᷓ ᷣ Poker” * 3h 
with'the Father; reſt in te happy ſenſe 50 r 
our adoption in the comfort and conſo- 
lation of the Spiritʒ in the Joyful: teſtimony! 
of our own oonſcience; reſt in the plen - 
ſing ſenſe that We are doing that work, and 
diſcharging that duty for which wye were: 
though: imperfectiy, yet if diſcharged? 
ſincerely and with a true heart, our+-frail 
and feeble offices! will be accepted of the 
Father as petfect and entire fut the ſake 
and merits af his beloved Son reſt Chalk 
we find in the bleſſed hope of everlaſting 
life; and when death (hall. /be; ſwallowed 
up in victory, reſt, eternal neff to out ſoula 
ſhall we fd re with pd, i in heas 
ven! 6 757 if-ynol 
"And ip not the. ole af Giri ehe i 
not thef his dur en light, is not his /ers = 
vice perfett freedom; un. not his reſt, oh 
Chriſtian! earneſtly to be deſired by hrt 
thirſty, thy labur ing and heavy-laden. ul 
— his reſt, whoſe; che art r e phoſants 
neſt, and all whoſe. paths ard prace*... Can 
the hungry and thirſty ſoul want perſua- 
ons © to come, eat and drink hen plen- 
C3 - -* teaus 


38 The Fafineſs of OrtnasrT's Toke,” © 
teous ſupplies ate freely preſented to him? 
Can the weary traveller tefuſe refreſhing reſt 
kindly offered ? Can the Mipwreck'd mari- 
ner want invitations to come on ſhore, from 
raging tempeſts and the mercileſs waves? 
much lefs ſurely can we need perſuaſion; 
to come and receive this gift from Chroft;! 
ſo beſet on all fides with the guilt and 
power of ſin, with the temptations of 
the world, the fleſh, and the devil, with 
corrupt  affeftions and prevailing luſtb 
ſo ſurrounded with ſorrows and diſquietuſle, 
ſo unable to procure 'peace and reft to 
sur ſouls, in ſuch imminent danger of pres 
ſent ruin, of future and Atertial woe? Oh 
come unte the merciful, compaſiionate and 
long-ſuffering Jeſus, Come all ye that labor 
and are vᷣeavy- lauen; Come unto Me, are his 
dodon affecdenate und inviting words: and the 
Hirit andthe bride {ay rome; and let bim that ir 
ufhirfl come; and whoſoever will let him take of 
this water of "life freely. Could you, my 
brethren, refuſe this' word of love,” ſup- 
rung” "_ Lord bimſelf v was AP 
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The Eafmeſs of Cunrer' Toke, 39 
amongſt you, and making this gracious 
and kind offer to you all? doubtleſs you 
would make uncommon haſte to fly to him, 
doubtleſs you, would lay all- your burdens 
at his feet, gladly take up his croſs, deny 
yourſelves, and follow the lamb whereſo- 

erer he ſhould lead | Now then we are am- 
baſſadors for Chriſt : . as though God did be. 
ſeech you by us, we pray you in Chrif's fleas, 
be ye reconciled to God . In Chrift's flead, 
in his place, as his meſſenger, miniſter and 
embaſſador, I pray you, I earneſtly cntreat, 
| adviſe and exhort you, to come to him, and 
take his heavenly yoke aypon you — 1 beſeech | 
you, dearly beloved in the name of our 
bleeding maſter, and for the fake of your 
own ſouls, be ye reconciled to God, come 


to Chriſt, your only mediator and rener, 
| and learn of him, 0 ſhall * n 8 
1 rs * 


But alas, what en [his rainifiees' do. 
when infendible of fin, and blind to their 
own unworthineh, men have * 


of 


40 be Egfineſs of Cani6T's Yoke. 
of it ? None but the /abouring and heavy- 
laden can come to Chriſt : How then can 
they come who full of their own fancied 
righteouſneſs, think themſelves ſtrong e- 
nough to bear their own burdens, acknow- 
ledging neither the weight nor guilt of 
. fin, nor the want of an almighty ſufferer? 
How can they come, . who place all their 
religion in form, and depend wholly upon 
out ward ſervices and nominal profeſſion, not 
on the merits of Chri/t for ſalvation or 
- . who, worſe than theſe, — vile and ſenſeleſs 
; hypoctites, — make the bieſſed goſpel of 
Cbriſti, a mere ſtalking horſe for worldly 
and unrighteous purpoſes? How can they 
come, who continue in a courſe of impiety, 
without remorſe, without reſtraint, re- 
gardleſs of the law, and znſen/ible of the 
| wrath. of God, who have their conſciences 
feared, as it were, with an bot iron u, paſt. 
Feeling, working all,  uncleanneſs with greedi- 
ne? ,How can they come, who are fo 
- buried; and inebriated in the. delights, of 
kale, the. pleaſures, prafits and vanities gf 


* 7 Tim. iv, 2. Epheſ. iv. 19. 
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knew a ferivie though'o® ths Eine gies 
of God, and the gift of eternal life; that 
they have never caſt one longing look, er 
raiſed one pious eye to heaven; that they 
never yet in godly fear have enquired; ar 
they ſhall do to be ſaved? * How can they 
come, who, when afflictions 7 ;© befal them, 
and God [lays his heavy and correting 
hand upon them, * perverſſy ſtruggle be- 
neath the burden, impatient aud diſcontent, 
and give themſelves up to ſuur melumchaly 
and black deſpair, rather than come with 
all their cares to Chris? How can any of 
theſe receive our Lord's invitation? and 
think, my brethren, how large a part of 
the world is compriſed in theſe : — But 
may God grant better things to each one 
of you: may he by his ſpirit open your 
eyes to a due knowledge of yourſelves and 
the exceeding finfulneſs of fin: and ſurely, 

if ye. would duly and impartially examine 
your own hearts, and bring to the elear 


light of the goſpel, the W 


A Acts xvi. 40. 
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| wer d, and gelen which crowd in eondem- 
nation againſt you, the many ſhameful com- 
midions of evil, the. many no Jeſs ſhame- 
ful amiſſions of good — and conſider, if 
ye will aot thus judge yourſelves here, every 
whboght, word, and action muſt and will be 
weighed in che —— a 1 
voii chen but ſeriouſſy cam —— 

_ qubrſives; hat you be nut ginudged of the Lord. 
you could not fail being heavy · laden indeed 
winder tlie aof hann „ 
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The Zafneſs of CHN Yohe: 43 
help feeling and confefling that the remem- 
brance of | them is grievous, the burden of - 
them intolerable; you cou'd not fail earneſtly 
to. repent, and heartily, to be forry for. theſe 
your miſdoings,” for the very leaſt: of 
Nick you can make no amends to God; 
which have all been committed under ſuch 
aggravating circumſtances, againſt ſo much 
light, and ſo much graces committed even- 
by Chriftians, by perſons baptiſed and. dedi- 
cated to the ever bleſſed and holy trinity; by 
thoſs, who have promiſed; —rumiſed even 
to the faithful God, — to renounce. all fin, | 
the world and the devil, committed againſt u 
God, Who is all love to aſſiſt imusuẽ 
good courle; - whoſe ſpirit is continualiy 
bellious hearts of men; ; againſt --a; God. 
who, to redeem us fromm ſin, and ite ces 
tain wages, ſo great is his loye tous, hath . 
given his only-begotten, his i beſt-beloved 
Son, to die fer us, and to become our 
propitiation and ſurety ! And muſt not the 
nan mmm | 


6 * 
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treading under foot and deſpiſing the mot 
precious blood of ſuch a Lord and Savidur, 
of grieving, and quenching the holy ud. 
monitions of ſuch a guide and comfortet 
muſt not this ſtir you up to reflection, and 
cauſe you in fear and anguiſh of foul}; to 
Hy to him, who with open arms ſtands 


ready to receive, yea and prepared to un 
and meet every — com pan and ſup⸗ 


Pant prodigal!! . 9 

But if theſe e Beneszus joined to the 
Ww ledge, which you all have of tlie 
preſent miſery and diſquietude, and the 
future | ſore condemnation of a life of fin; 
if tHe are not ſufficient to awaken you, 


If theſe” joined to the infinite love of Peſts, 


are nat fufficient to bring you unto him; 
yet let us pray, that by his grace, through 
ſome means or other, he may, ere it be too 
late, cauſe you to feel and labour under your 
Durden: and when it 'doth pleaſe him to 


_ Hy any affliction upon you, whether in 


mind, body or eſtate; whether in yourſelves | 
or your friends, — when he opens your 


eyes to ſee the emptineſs of all worldly 
bleſſings, 


* 


bleſſings, the vanity. of everything beneath | 
the ſun; when;he cauſes you to labour and 


that you fruſtrate not the good. favour and 
grace of God towards you: chat you deſpiſe 
not, nor abuſe. his loving and fatherly char 
ſtiſements: but carefully deſcend. into your - 
ſelves, examine your own hearts, look to 
your paſt lives — and when the true cauſe 
of all troubles. ſhall appear, when your 
ſins ſhall - manifeſt themſelves, / and your 
conſcience ſhall. join in the teſtimony; 
then remember theſe bleſſed words of the 

Lord Yeſus, - Come: unto me all ye that traue i 

and are beavy laden, and 1 will gipe . you 
reſt; and as it is the very-nature of, af- 
flictions to humble the mind, the croſs, of 
Chriſt will be found ſo. much the more 

eaſy to vou ſomuch the more eaſily will 
you learn of your ſuffering Lord, to he meek 
and lowly in heart: Come therefore to him 
with all your burdens, caſt all your care 
and put all your confidence in him; ſet 

humbly with Martha at his feet, and car. 
fully liſten to his divine voice and doctrins; 
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Come to him, there where he hath promiſed 
ever to be preſent, in his word and facts 
ments, as rightly and duly adminiſtered by 
his church: attend him diligently in alb the 
means of grace; ſeek him with fervour, 
with ſincerity, with perſevering importu- 
nity; with believing reliance on his facred 
promife to bleſs and ſanctify the means to 
every thirſty ſoul; be refigned wholly” to 
His will, glad to bear his croſs, and to be 
conformed to his divine example; re- 
nounee all 'ſelf- eſteem, ſelf-ſceking and 
ſelf-will, and let it be your meat and 
drink to do. your heavenly Father's will: 
your chief and conſtant care, to keep a 
good conſcience, void of offence towards 
God and towards: man; that ſo you may 
be perfected in love, and ſo poſſeſs that 
heavenly teſt and peace which ſurpaſſeth 
all underſtandihg; which Chr here pro- 
miſeth to Al Who will come to him for it, 
and which you may Al of conſequence ob- 
tain, for you A// have it in your power, ſo 
that if you receive it not, it will be wholly 
your own faults, and which when dance 
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pearl e and think the fale of | 


all you have but {mall to give in purchaſe | 
of it. 


That therefore we may one, and all of 
us, ſo come to Chrift, ſo take his yoke 
upon us and learn of hi:.., as to pro- 
cure this bleſſed and everlaſting reſt, 
God of his infinite mercy grant thro” 
the merits of the ſame Jeſus Chrif, 
his Son, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


. * 250 rift: 2s 23 f e 
it i L e 
N W. 1 N 


1 * N 17 . 


1 — — 


- 3 "dk * W - 


wi 370 bun. 577 N e 284 P 
3:47 or D 1 18 GJ] 21100 Ge .4 
an Genie ane big v 752 — 


J 276 T2 ta 


ay * 'Y ; 
Da ns bed A 
N | 


N41 2 * 2 NI 


Cy 


We 


N * * 21408 1 


— dy, 55 * 
Ol 4 is * 


